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Abstract. This work presents an estimate of consumption of sugarcane bagasse as a complement in the fuel blend in a 
biomass boiler. Elemental analyzes of biomasses (coffee grounds, eucalyptus wood chips and sugarcane bagasse) were 
obtained in the literature. Reaction parameters such as composition of the biomass blend, moisture and excess air 
were adopted in the formulation. A thermodynamic modeling was proposed for the combustion process, presenting the 
lower heat value (LHV), enthalpy of combustion products, air-fuel ratio, biomass exergy and combustion products 
exergy. All these parameters were evaluated in relation to the addition of wet cane bagasse in the biomass blend. Thus, 
it was possible to estimate the biomass consumption values for various bagasse moisture values. It is expected that the 
results and conclusions presented in this work can assist the operation of biomass boilers. 
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1. INTRODUCTION  
 

Brazilian soluble coffee (the world leader in production and export) was exported to exactly 100 countries, 
generating revenues of just over US $ 500,000,000.00 only in the first 10 months of 2017, even with the drop in the 
volume of coffee bags in exports compared to 2016 (ABICS, 2018). This can be explained by the considerable increase 
in the value of soluble coffee in the international market. Brazilian hegemony is threatened by Asian producers, 
especially Vietnam. In order to cope with the great Asian competition, Brazilian industries must invest in their process 
in order to reduce the production costs of soluble coffee. 

One of the major inputs to the soluble coffee production chain is steam, with about 25% of all energy consumed in 
the process being used in the form of steam, according to the Nestlé Sustainability Report of 2014. According to the 
same report, 97% of the production reject (coffee grounds) is used together with eucalyptus wood chip for burning in 
the boiler, which eliminates some costs related to the disposal of this waste and decreases the environmental impact, 
estimating that for each ton of coffee are generated 480 kg of coffee grounds, Soares et al., 2014. 

Given this scenario, the industry has many opportunities to improve its steam generation processes in order to 
reduce its cost of production. According to VIOTTO, 1991, the use of coffee grounds with excess moisture in the 
combustion process causes an increase in operating costs, since larger amounts of fuel complement (eucalyptus wood 
chip) are required. In this context, the use of other fuels in the blend with the coffee grounds can be a good economical 
option. Thus, sugarcane bagasse presents a great potential as a complementary fuel to the coffee grounds or its blend 
with eucalyptus. 

In this work, a biomass combustion boiler, burning coffee grounds and eucalyptus wood chips is analyzed globally. 
The combustion of coffee grounds, eucalyptus wood chips and sugarcane bagasse is modeled as a function of their 
elemental components, moisture, excess air and biomass concentration. With this model, analyzes of first and second 
laws of thermodynamic laws applied to the biomass boiler (coffee grounds and eucalyptus wood chip) were carried out, 
and an estimate of the consumption of sugarcane bagasse is presented considering the possibility of use in the same 
boiler a biomass blend, coffee grounds, eucalyptus wood chips and sugarcane bagasse. 

 
2. MATHEMATICAL MODELLING 
 

According to Torrent et al., 2016, a complete combustion reaction of biomass using atmospheric air can be 
expressed by the following chemical reaction: 
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where ,C ,H ,O  and N  represents, respectively, carbon, hydrogen, oxygen and nitrogen, with the coefficients ,y  ,z  

and   related by the following expression: 
 

24
1

zy
  (2) 

 
(Keating, 2007) proposed the following combustion reaction for coal and other solid fuels:  
 

2222222 )76.3( dNOcHbCONOaOnHnCn OHsC    (3) 

 

where ,sC ,2H ,2O  and 2N  represents, respectively, solid carbon, hydrogen gas, oxygen gas and nitrogen gas. The 

symbols ,Cn  ,Hn  ,On  ,a  ,b  c  e d  are the stoichiometric coefficients of the combustion reaction. 

In order to identify the stoichiometric coefficients of the combustion reaction it is necessary to perform an elemental 
analysis of the biomass (coffee grounds, eucalyptus wood chips and sugarcane bagasse). In this analysis, values of 

(%),C (%),H (%),O (%)N  and (%)S are presented, where N  and S are considered negligible in biomass. 

The elemental composition and physical-chemical characteristics of the coffee ground and eucalyptus wood chips in 
a dry base are showed in the Tab. 1, where the subscript w refers to moisture: 

 
Table 1 – Biomass characteristics 

 (%)C  (%)H  (%)O  Ash (%) Moisture (%) 

Coffee ground (1) 60.849 7.465 31.396 0.290 73.3 (4) 
Eucalyptus wood chips (2) 49.320 5.910 44.266 0.504 45 (4) 

Sugarcane bagasse (3) 48.20 6.65 45.15 2.5 55 
(1) Silva et al., 1997 
(2) Macedo, 2006 
(3) Hugot, 1969 
(4) Values observed in boiler operation 
 

The stoichiometric coefficients of Eq. (3) can be obtained using the expressions given in Tab. 2 and numerical 
values given in Tab. 1: 

 
Table 2 – Stoichiometric coefficients 
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(5)Moran et al., 2018 
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From the stoichiometric coefficients and molar fractions given in Tab. 2, it is possible to rewrite the combustion 
equation, Eq. (3), in a more general way, considering ash-free biomass with moisture: 

 

22222222 )76.3( dNOcHbCONOaOHyOyHyCy wOHsC    (4) 

 
Coffee grounds and eucalyptus wood chips are burned at the same time, so it is necessary to rewrite Eq. (4) by 

adding the two biomasses and their respective proportions:  
 

    ..222..222 CEwOHsCGCwOHsC OHyOyHyCyOHyOyHyCy     

 22222 )76.3( dNOcHbCONOa   (5) 

 
where the indices C.G. and E.C. refers to the coffee grounds and eucalyptus wood  chips and  and   are the biomass 

proportions in the combustion reaction. The coefficients ,a ,b c  and d  can be determined by the stoichiometric 

balance of the reaction: 
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In normal operation conditions of the boiler, only coffee grounds and eucalyptus wood chips are burned, so the 

possibility of adding sugarcane bagasse to the biomass blend can be verified, according to schematic diagram of the 
boiler, Fig. (1). In this work, the production of steam will not be analyzed and the energy charged by the ashes is 
considered negligible. 
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Figure 1. Schematic diagram of the boiler. 
 
Therefore, Eq. (5) and its coefficients must be rewritten in the following form: 
 

    ..222..222 CEwOHsCGCwOHsC OHyOyHyCyOHyOyHyCy     

   22222..222 )76.3( dNOcHbCONOaOHyOyHyCy BSwOHsC   (6) 

 
being S.B. sugarcane bagasse and   the proportion of sugarcane bagasse. Using the stoichiometric balance of the 
combustion reaction given by Eq. (6), we obtain: 
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The excess air can be added to the combustion reaction. Thus, we obtain the following combustion reaction: 
 

    ..222..222 CEwOHsCCSwOHsC OHnOnHnCnOHnOnHnCn    

   222222..222 )76.3( hOgNOfHeCONOaOHyOyHyCy BSwOHsC      (7) 

 

being   the air excess coefficient and e , f , g  and h  coefficients that can be determined by the stoichiometric 

balance of the combustion reaction: 
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2.1 Energy Analysis 
 

The heating value is one of the main thermochemical properties of a solid fuel, having two variations, that is, higher 
heating value (HHV) and lower heating value (LHV). The LHV assumes that the water produced by the reaction 
remains in the vapor phase, whereas the HHV considers that it is in the liquid phase (Madanayake et al., 2017). The 
HHV can be calculated by the following empirical equation (Friedl et al., 2005): 

 

206001312,51223023255,3 2  NCHHCCHHV   (8) 

 
However, Eq. (8) is valid for values of elements in the dry base and without ashes. Thus, using the values of the 

elemental analysis contained in Tab. 1, Eq. (8) can be rewritten as:  
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To determine the LHV values of the moist biomass the following empirical equation can be used (Rendeiro et al., 

2008): 
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The blendwLHV ,  can be calculated by the following equation (Mehmood, 2012): 
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......, CBCEGCblendw LHVLHVLHVLHV     (11) 

 
The specific enthalpy of the combustion products can be determined by the following equation: 

 

           
2222 , ONgOHCO ThhThgThfTheHCP    (12) 

 
Using the JANAF thermochemical tables, presented by Keating, 2007, it is possible to create a polynomial for the 

specific enthalpy and specific entropy as a function of combustion reaction temperature. The polynomials below are 

valid for a temperature range of 500 K to 2000 K, with units of gmolecalh   and Kgmolecals  : 
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2.2 Exergy Analysis 
 

The chemical exergy charged by the coffee grounds or eucalyptus wood chips can be calculated by the following 
equation (Szargut and Steward, 1988): 
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Once calculated   the chemical exergy of coffee grounds or wood chips can be determined by the following 

equation (Szargut and Steward, 1988): 
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where OHA

2
 is the chemical exergy of water. The specific exergy biomass blend can be calculated by the following 

equation: 
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Chemical exergy of the combustion products can be obtained by following equation (Moran et al., 2018): 
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The physical exergy calculation is based on the difference of pressure and temperature between the system of 
analysis and the environment in which it is inserted. In this study, the pressure considered is the atmospheric pressure, 
in such a way that the physical exergy is referring to the temperature difference between the input and output 
components of the system and the environment. Thus, the physical exergy of combustion gases can be calculated by the 
following equation (Moran et al., 2018):  
  

         inOHiinOHiinCOiinCOiCGph TsTThfTsTTheA ,0,,0,,
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          inOiinOiinNiinNi TsTThhTsTThg ,0,,0, 2222
  (25) 

 
2.3 Estimate of consumption 
 

The boiler in analysis burns biomass, in this case a blend of eucalyptus coffee grounds and wood chips. Due to its 
physical characteristics and the offer of sugarcane bagasse in the market, the opportunity arose to add bagasse to the 
blend. It is important to note that the equipment under analysis burns coffee grounds, which is a reject of the soluble 
coffee manufacturing process. Its mass flow rate is equal of 92.75 ton/day, and the eucalyptus wood chips are bought 
from loggers. Thus, assuming that the burning conditions are the same, the energy flux of the “ground-chip” blend 
should be equal to the energy flux of the “ground-chip-bagasse” blend: 

 

. . . . . . . . . .G C G C G C B G C Bm LHV m LHV      (26) 

 

where . .G Cm  and . . .G C Bm  are the mass flow rates of the ground-chip and ground-chip-bagasse blend, respectively, 

being . .G Cm  given by . .G Cm m m      and . .G Cm  given by  . . .G C Bm m m m        , and . .G CLHV  and . . .G C BLHV  

are the lower heat value of the ground-chip and ground-chip-bagasse, respectively. To obtain the . .G CLHV  the 

following parameters were used: 0.25,   0.75,   . . 0.733C Gw   and . . 0.733,E Cw   getting 

. . 7940G CLHV kJ kg  and . . 0.5787G Cm kg s (Moscato and Oliveira, 2017).  

Using Eqs. (9-11), it is possible to determine the consumption relation between the sugarcane bagasse and the 
eucalyptus wood chips, since the coffee grounds consumption is fixed, according to Eq. (27). For this analysis it was 
assumed that the biomass moisture values do not change, while the moisture content of the sugarcane bagasse is taken 
into account:  
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where m  and m  are the mass flow rates of eucalyptus wood chips and sugarcane bagasse, respectively. The 

concentrations of each biomass in the blend can be written in terms of the mass flow rates: 
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being: 
 

1       (31) 

 
3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 

The parameters for construction of the curves presented in this work are the following: 0.5787m  kg/s, 1.28,    

and 0 300 .T K  For 0,m   it is understood to burn coffee grounds and eucalyptus wood chips only (“ground-chip”).  
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The behavior of the LHV  as a function of the bagasse mass flow rate can be seen in Fig. (2). Two different conditions 
can be verified in Fig. (2). Firstly, for bagasse moisture values above 45%, the values of LHV  decrease as the bagasse 
mass flow rate increase. Secondly, for conditions that the bagasse moisture is below 45%, the values of LHV increase 
as the bagasse mass flow rate increase. 

 

 
Figure 2. LHV  as a function of bagasse mass flow rate for various values of bagasse moisture.  

 
Figure 3 shows the consumption or mass flow rate of the biomasses that are burned in the boiler. Observing the 

behavior of the mass flow rate of eucalyptus wood chips, it can be seen that the increase of the mass flow rate of 
sugarcane bagasse causes a decrease in the mass flow rate of eucalyptus wood chips while the mass flow rate of coffee 
grounds remains constant, since this is a production residue and must be burned in its entirely. The increased moisture 
content of the bagasse causes an increase in the eucalyptus wood chips consumption as well as an increase in the mass 
flow rate of the total biomass that must be burned in the boiler. 

 

 
Figure 3. Biomass mass flow rate as a function of bagasse mass flow rate for various values of bagasse moisture.  

 
Comparing Figs. 2 and 3 it can be seen that for 45% of moisture there is just a slight variation in the values of  

LHV  and of .m  With this result, it can be suggested that to maintain the conditions of burning of coffee grounds and 
eucalyptus wood chips, the moisture of sugarcane bagasse burned should have a moisture content closer to 45%. In this 
case, the total biomass consumption will be closer to the initial conditions, as well as the .LHV  
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Analyzing the behavior of biomass proportions as a function of cane bagasse mass flow rate in Fig. 4, it can be seen 
that an increase of cane bagasse moisture causes a decrease in the concentration of coffee grounds and eucalyptus wood 
chips, besides increasing the concentration of sugarcane bagasse. The moisture content of sugarcane bagasse causes a 
decrease in LHV, so, in order to maintain LHV levels, more bagasse is required. As the cane bagasse mass flow rate 
increase, the eucalyptus wood chips concentration decrease while the concentration of coffee ground shows a slight 
decrease. 

 

 
Figure 4. Concentration of biomass as a function of bagasse mass flow rate for various values of bagasse 

moisture. 
 

It can be seen from Fig. 4 that for moisture curves of 45% bagasse (shown in Figs. 2 and 3 as an ideal value to 
maintain the initial operation conditions) the biomass proportion would be approximately 25% of coffee grounds, 
37.5% of wood eucalyptus chips and 37.5% of sugarcane bagasse. The same behavior of the LHV shown in Fig. 2 can 
be seen in Fig. 5 for the chemical exergy of the biomass as a function of the mass flow rate of the sugarcane bagasse. 
Values above approximately 45% moisture of the bagasse causes a decrease in the chemical exergy of the biomass, 
while values above 45% causes an increase in the biomass chemical exergy. Again, it can be seen that the moisture of 
the bagasse next to 45% promotes similar initial operation conditions (grounds-chips). 

 
Figure 5. Chemical exergy of biomass as a function of bagasse mass flow rate for various values of bagasse 

moisture. 
The air-fuel ratio as a function of the mass flow rate of sugarcane bagasse can be seen in the Fig. 6. It can be seen 

that values below 55% of moisture causes an increase in the volume of air required for biomass burning, while values 
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above 55% of moisture causes a decrease in this ratio. This occurs because the biomass blend is drier, i.e., in place of 
water there is more biomass to be burned causing an increase in the amount of air required for the combustion to occur 
completely.  

The enthalpy of the combustion products can be seen in Fig. 7. With similar behavior to the exergy and LHV, the 
enthalpy of the combustion products increase with values of cane bagasse moisture equal of 45%, and decrease for 
values above this line. It was noticed again that moisture values close to 45% maintain the initial firing conditions. 

 

 
Figure 6. Air-fuel ratio as a function of bagasse mass flow rate for various values of bagasse moisture. 

 

 
Figure 7. Combustion products enthalpy as a function of bagasse mass flow rate for various values of bagasse 

moisture. 
 

With the sum of the chemical and physical specific exergy of the combustion products, the specific total exergy 
behavior of the combustion products can be obtained as a function of the mass flow rate of cane bagasse, Fig. 8. The 
increase in the moisture content of sugarcane bagasse, as well as previous figures, causes a decrease in the exergy of the 
combustion products. Values closer to 45% of moisture maintain the exergy levels of combustion products from the 
burning of coffee grounds and eucalyptus wood chips. By reducing the moisture content of the bagasse (<45%) it can be 
seen an increase in the specific exergy of the combustion products. 
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Figure 8. Specific total exergy of the combustion products as a function of bagasse mass flow rate for various 

values of bagasse moisture. 
 

4. CONCLUSIONS 
 

This work presents an estimate of sugarcane bagasse consumption as a fuel complement in a biomass boiler. A 
combustion reaction model based on the first and second laws of thermodynamics was proposed using the following 
parameters: air excess, biomass composition and moisture. The model was based on the elemental analysis of coffee 
grounds, eucalyptus wood chips and sugarcane bagasse.  Analytical expressions were obtained for LHV  and exergy of 
both the biomass and the products of combustion, chemical and physical.  

It was verified that an increase of the mass flow rate of the sugarcane bagasse with values higher than approximately 
45% in the biomass blend decreases the ,LHV  the exergy of the biomass and the exergy of the combustion products, 

while values lower than 45% increases the ,LHV  the exergy of the biomass and the exergy of the combustion products. 

When the consumption of eucalyptus wood chips and sugarcane bagasse were studied, with the increase of the 
bagasse moisture, the eucalyptus wood chips consumption also increase. However, the total biomass consumption 
increase with moisture values above 45%. For moisture values lower than 45% a reduction of the total bagasse 
consumption has been observed. As the coffee grounds is a production residue, its consumption cannot be changed. 

The boiler usually burns coffee grounds and eucalyptus wood chips. In order to use the sugarcane bagasse in this 
blend, the LHV  of the “ground-chips” must be at least equal to that of the “ground-chip-bagasse”. In this sense, 
bagasse moisture seems to be suitable for values closer to 45%, as it maintains the values of enthalpy of combustion 
products, biomass exergy and combustion products. 

It is expected that the proposed model and its results may be useful to understanding of the combustion of biomass, 
mainly the combustion of a several biomasses blend, in this case coffee grounds, eucalyptus wood chips and sugarcane 
bagasse. 
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